6         MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
have been perhaps even more splendid than his
mother's.   They   were   devoted  to   each   other.
The Queen would never have " said things" to
her son's detriment.   Had she done so none but
the most callous would have revealed such con-
fidences  to  a  biographer.    "The   Queen talked
most, and very freely and confidingly, about the
Prince of Wales."1    Considering the brevity of
King Edward's term of ^governance, it was more
brilliant than any similar period of Queen Victoria's.
He had " a heart to resolve, a head to contrive, and
a hand to execute." 2   These qualities were ripen-
ing from his early manhood, so that when he at
length ascended the throne he was fully equipped
for the discharge of his functions.   This was a sur-
prise to most people, even to many whose intimacy
with him had been closest and longest.   He was
so smooth-spoken, so urbane, so mild that com-
paratively few suspected the firmness which was
within him.   Because he did not '6 rattle the sabre,'7
or preach about the Heaven-sent glories of " my
great ancestors," it was often predicted of him that
he would be a roi faineant, a slothful king, lacking
high ideals.   These predictions, made at random,
were falsified.   Blustering he left to others; but
he could be as firm as a rock.   He was " wax to
receive and marble to retain."   He wielded  a
sceptre even more potent than Agamemnon's, forged
by Vulcan.   " Whatever record leaps to light, he
never will be shamed/*
1 Mr. Gladstone (1864).
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